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Har the Poor of this Natlun 
= RS /ave evermore been a great Bur- 
bben to their own reſpective Pa- 

_ ——_ in particular, as well as to 
1 the Kingdom in general, will aot, 
T believe, be denied; And the great Pains 
which the Nation in ſeveral. Reigns has tas 
ken to remove this Burthen, is a convincing _ 
Proof that it has all along been too heavy to © 
bear : But it is ſurprizingly true, that no | 
Artempt of this Rind did ever effetually. a 1 \ 
ſwer their Hopes and Endeuviars kill the fr 
fent Reign, when, the Sutcefs which follow#@ e. 
709 of three Attempts of that Nature, „„ 
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iv The PREFAcR. 


enced the Legiſlature to paſs the late ddt for 
the Erect ion of Parochial Workhouſes, or Houſes fp, 
ARC EET 


' UNDER the Sanfiion of this Law. ſeue- 
ral, nay numerous, Tun. T "ri ar 8 4 
lately fallen into the apt cribed by it; 6 
and it is remarkably evident, that ever; 
Place which engaged in the Undertaking, has 1 J 
been a Gainer by it more or leſs, according 


> 
* 


a 
to their different Circumſtances, and the Care 
taken in their Management ; for ſome Pariſhes 1 
have keen much happier in that Reſpect than 
others, and the Benefit accruing to them has been 6 
proportional ly greater. In ſome Places they have 4 
ſaved two Thirds of their Rates, in others one | © 
Half, and in ſome onely one Third. But I am | 


very much inclined to'think, that every Place | 
might gain more than they do, and the Poor 


babe much Jeſs Reaſon to complain, were it 


? 


wot for the Miſmanagements diſcovered in the 


following Letter. 


THE Corruptions of Pariſh-Officers has-long 
been Matter + Complaint ; and it is no new 
Thing to hear of an Overſeer's growing. rich 

at the Pariſh Coſt. But it is high Time that 
ſome proper Courſe was taken to prevent 

and 2 an Evil that will otherwiſe be 

Certainly handed down to following Apes, 
and vex the ſucceeding Generations. And the 
Diſcovery here given is, at leaſt, à good Step 


N . 


\ 


 #owards it, as it ſhows the Arts of thoſe who | 
commit the Evil, and-propoſes an Expedieat 
for the. Caro of the. © ef + oO OS 

IF cannot be denied to le a great Hardſhip 
for am Pariſt, after — taken the' Pains, 


and been at the Expence recting a Houſe 


weed into the Pockets of a few private 


Pariſhioners: And it is further unbappy for 


them, that theſe Pariſhioners are the Men who 


are entruſted with the Management 'of the 
whole, and under whoſe e be it 
right or wrong, the reſt are obliged to ac- 


of . Maintenance, to have the Gains which 
ſhould accrue to the Publick by it, be con- 


guieſce. But it is hoped the Publication uf 


this Letter will in ſome Meaſure conduce to ſup- 


preſs this Grievance, and bring Things to ſuch 
a paſs that it ſhall not be in the Power of a 


Tradeſman, who uſually pays the leaſt Share of 


the Taxes, to get more by being put into 


Office, than a Landholder, who pays the great- 


eſt Share, and gets nothing but Trouble, when- 


ever he i elected into the {ame Station. 


yo — 


any fingle Perſon or Perſoꝶs in Pariſb Offices 
_wwho-may.. have rendered themſelves ,obnoxious | 
to Cenſure” by the Practices therein diſcover- | 
ed; but freely vnd e "= ese 


Yauds, 


THIS, therefore, -# the Deſign of expoſing 
_ the following. Letter to the publick View; and 
ot out of. any private Pique: or Prejudice to 


r 


— 


© 
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vi The PREFAc R. 


Frauds, which, thaugh too general, are ſuch 
as no Lover of his Country cen bear with 
Patience; and which, as leing cantrary. to. 


n * , VT Ts * 450 * A 


- 


— 


preſſ ed. And, as both the Author and 


Reaſon and Equity, ought to be entirely fag 
* 


Friend he writes to, are Well-wiſbers to thein 


Country, and abbor all the mean Shifts made. 
uſe of for unlawful Gain; ſo, they are very. 
regardleſs what mean-ſpirited, covetaus Men 
may think or ſay of them, while they do 


not doubt, but all honeſt Men, all that Jove 
the Publick will applaud "their Zeal: for. tho. 


1 


Pablick, and join Hands with them to ſap- 
| preſs Avaricious Frauds, and knaviſh. Exorhi-' 
tancies, whereſoever found, and by: whomſe-* 


9 * 


ever committed. 
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SEED N a late Si between us 
$A = iding for the Poor in Work 
=”. ork- 
HF By providing for the Poor in 
To 9 4 bead, or, as they are otherwiſe 


= ST called, Houſes of Maintenance, y ou 


— 


2 | 


deſired to know of me, What mig 
be the Reaſon that the Er 

theſe Houſes has not, in ſeveral Places, hac 4 
good an Effect towards lowering the Poor-Rat 
as was wiſhed for and expected by the 9 £ 
I have made it my Buſineſs to procure an Anſwer 
to this eee and, in Compliance with Your 
Defire, I cake this Opportunity to communicate 
the ſame to You, . 

THe great Burthen of the Poor Rates was, as i 
is well known, the grand Motive which indui 
the Parhameng's to Pa pals he late Act for Maintain» | 
Ing and Em ing the Qor, encoura 
enen fl Nuit to Eee or None r 
them: In Purſugic of which Eren 5 theſe Houle 
have been erect * „and, in ſome Places, with 
Succeſs ; for the Rates have not only been le 
one half or more, but the Poor 5 been — 


better provided for, than formerly with — 


tion th 10 received from the Officers of the 1 


4 4 


Concerning the new Method. ks 
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which was too often ſquandered away upon their 
Vices, .'. without” doing them any real Benefit 
Whereas now they are lodged, cloathed, dieted 
and wholly ine; . from Beggary, 

Strollin * . hievery and all the ill Conſequences of 
them, kept in a Courſe of Induſtry and Honeſty, 

and live entirely free from all that Care and Anxie 

ty which uſually attends Poverty and mean Cir- 
( re „ 
Bor, on the other Hand, it is indeed ioo true, 
that, although there be no Pariſh which have erect- 
ed ſuch a Houſe, but have found their Benefit in 
it, yet in ſome Places the Rates have not. ſunk. 4 
fuch a Manner, and to ſuch a Degree as was p 
poſed and expected; and the Landholders,-inftear 
of. getting out of their Difficulty, | have; found | 
_ themſelves ſtill very much oppreſſed bee 

raſſed* by this unlooked for Charge; and at the 
fame Time, very much perplexed to think, what 
other Remedy to have Recourſe to, ſiuce this 
Project, which bore ſo good a Face, and promiſed 
fo well, did nevertheleſs diſappoint their Expecta- 
tions, and render their Hopes abortive... ,. 


8 o 
* 


Nou upon the niceſt Enquiry I have been 

able to make, I find there is not, nay cannot be 
any juſt Reaſon to condemn the Deſign of erect- 
ing theſe Houſes ; for indeed were they rightly 
managed, they cannot fail of anſwering Expec- 
tation: But there is a hidden Miſchiet in their 
Management, which ought to be expoſed, as be- 
ee to them, and, unlefs timely 
prevented, mult of Necelicy obſtcue their Well 
Su Tas Miſchief is cauſed by the Artifice and 
Knavery of ſome deſigning Men in the Pariſh, 
who being Tradeſmen or Shopkeepers, make In- 
tereſt ro get into the Veſtries or Offices of the 
*. 13 5 R FRY - Pariſh, ; 


Burcher, and fo loſigg hit Place. 
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Pariſnh, and particularly into ſuch Offices. as have 
the Diſpoſal of the Pariſh-Money:; then they get 
the Privilege to ſupply the Houſe of Maintenance 
vith Eatables and Drinkables or other Neceſſaries, 
which they charge at what Price they pleaſe, and 
are ſure to be paid their full Charge for them; 
while the poor Maſter of che | Houſe, thougſi he 
| ſees through the. Cheat, dares not open his Mouth, 
or ſpeak ill of his Rulers, for ſnould he do ſo, he 
is ſure to be ſilenced, and diſcarded at the firſt 
5 Opportunity, to make Way for another who will 
> and quiet, while the Pariſh ſuffers, ' 
through the extravagant Charge of the Poor- 


be -peaceab 


Rates 


_.» Taxzse Tradeſmen are, Firſt the Baker, who 
ſells his Bread to the Houſe at a Rate much above 
the Market-Price; but, being an Overſeer, a a 
Church-warden or a Veſtry-Man, is not to be. 
cContradicted by the Maſter of the Houſe; and ſo - 
he takes Care to get himſelf paid his full Charge, 
while his Office and Authority in the Pariſh fe- 
cure him from CenſureG. OS 2 


Tux next is the Butcher, who uſually plays the 


ſame Trick as the Baker, by furniſhing the Houſe 
with Meat much dearer than may be bought at 
the Market; or ſhould he be ſo honeſt as to ſell 
his Meat as cheap as his Neighbours, yet, being 

an Officer, or a Veſtry-Man, he takes the Liberty 
to weigh and ſend in ſuch Pieces as Ox Heads, 
Legs, Shins, Necks, and other bony Pieces and 
5 — Meat; while the Maſter, though he is hard 
put to it to divide his Meat in equal Proportions 


to his Family; and is hard thought of by the 


decayed Pariſhioners under his Charge, yet dare 
not refuſe to take this Meat, nor muſt he pre- 
ſume to complain, for fear of affronting the 
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Tux Third is the Brewer, who being ciceum- 
Ranced as above; will claim is own Price fer the 
Poor's Drink: And, when he ſends it in, let the 
Barrels be full or empty, let the Beer be good 
or bad, the Maſter muſt receive the ſame with- 
out complaining, otherwiſe Party will be made 
againſt him in Veſtry, and he is ſure to be 

A Fourth is the Cheeſemonger or Grocer, who, be- 
ing alſo a Man of Authority, will act as he pleaſes 
in the Inſtances abovementioned; will charge 
what he thinks fit for his Wares, ſend in the 
worſt Goods at the beſt Prices, and join in the 
ſame Meaſures with his Brethren for Intereſt; - 
Tux fame might be ſaid of the Do#or, ' who is 
uſually the Phyſician, Surgeon and Apothecary to 
the Houſe, and, being in Office like the reſt, will 
take Care to be well paid, whetlier he attend the 

Poor or no, or give them any or no Medicines. 

I might ſay the like of ſome other Tradeſmen, 
who all do the ſame; Thing when they have it in 
their Power to ſerve the Houſe ; but the above- 
mentioned are the Principal as they are all the 

Year round ſending in ſuch Neceffaries as are con- 
tinually wanting in a Houſe of Maintenance: And 
to affure You that theſe Things are really fo, I 
have found upon a juſt Enquiry that the Goods 
abovementioned are uſually over-rated as follows. 


Bread, 3 d. in a Half-Peck-Loaf above the 


Market-Price. | 

Meat, 6 d. in a Stone, or 8 Pound. 
Beer, 25. 64. per Barrel. 54 | 
Cheeſe, 8's. per Hundred Weight, or a Penny 


a Pound. . a 
Rice, double the Price. And ſo in Propor- 
tion for her G ooo ot ht 

: : Now 


No that this Practice muſt be very .chargea- 
ble, not to ſay ruinous to a Pariſh, will net. 1 
believe, be denied; as ic is. the Means of keeping 
the Rates high, and the Inhabitants poor; and 
therefore, I think, it lies very much upon al 

Noblemen, Gentlemen, Farmers, Tradeſmen and 
Inhabitants in the Pariſhes where theſe Frauds are 
practiſed and carried on, to fee that they be ftop- 
ped, and that the Houſe of Maintenance be ſup- 
plied in a cheaper and a better Manner. 
I cannot for bear obſerving that in ſome Places 
where theſe Houſes are not yet erected, the Orer- 
ſeers, being Men of the ſame Stamp with thoſe juſt 
no deſcribed, perſuade the Poor that they have 
no ready Money, and force them to receive Gogds 
/ our of their Shops inſtead of it, ſuch as Meat, Rut- 
ter, Cheeſe, Sugar, Candles, &c. And it can be 
proved, that the Poor are often obliged to fell 
{ theſe Goods to other People at a Penny or Two- 
Pence Loſs in a Shilling, for Want of Money tg 
buy Bread and other Neceſſaries.  _ 


Trvs, Sir, I. have anſwered Your. Enguizy, 
and, as You are a Perſon of a Publick Spirit, and 
have a generous Concern for the Welfare 2 Your 
Country, I do not doubt, but you will uſe your 
Endeavours to put a Stop to theſe'. miſchievous 
, Frauds, and indirect Proceedings. IL muſt coh- 
* feſs, I have for my own Part 145 ſome Time in 
thinking upon a proper Redreſs for this Grievance, 
and am humbly of Opinion 


THAT no Church-warden, Overſeer, Select, 
| Veſtry-Man, ox any other Perfon who has: the 
Diſpoſal of the — — ought to ſerve 
the Pariſh in his own Way, of 'Trade, or to ſup- 


P ly a Houſe of Mainecnance with the above- 
7 5 mentioned 
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” - mentioned- or any other Goods, d uring che 
Time he continues e or i Se 
With ſuch . 


T HAT all Pariſhes wha for cone due? 0 ack 
a Houſe, ſhould ſo far conſider their own Benefit, 
as to make it a Conſtitution among them not to 
| ſuffer their Officers to Tapply the Houſe as above. 


T HA T- in every Corporation or Pariſh, Choice 
be made of one ſubſtantial Perſon of W orth and 
Credit, who is to be the Caſhier or Treaſurer for 
the whole Body ; That the Officers, commonly 
called Orerſeers, do only collect the Pariſh- 
Money, and pay the ſame to the ſaid Caſhier, 
who 1s to diſcharge the 'Pariſh. Accounts in 
Veſtry, either Weekly or Ys as _ be. 
fou moſt convenient. 8 


THAT, as chis Matter is by no Means of a tri- 
- a f Nature, and, as it will be very. difficult in 
all Places to prevent the Officers acting as above, 
it is well worth the while of all Noblemen and 
Gentlemen of Intereſt to apply to the Parlia- 
ment, and procure either an Act, or a Clauſe 
to be inſerted in ſome Act, to put a full Stop to 
theſe Frauds, by reſtraining Officers and Seſect- 
Veſtry-Men from ſupplying Pariſhes or Houſes of 
| Maintenance, during the ime they are Jo. 


"ends, Sir, I have with a great Deal of Free- 


dom, given You my Thoughts upon this Mat- 
ter, and ſubmit the whole to Jour ſuperior Pe- 


netration n J 9 257 5 Being, e 


# ne 8e. 
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Hobo what has been laid down 
iin the foregoing Letter be all I 
can ſay at preſent to the Queſtion 

vou propoled, yu I cannot torbear 

n__ mentoning another Particular, which, 
though not immediately relating to the Matter 
in Hand, may nevertheleſs be thought worth 

the ſerious Conſideration of yourſelf and all other 

Gentlemen, who, from a true Love to their 
Country, have a Deſire to ſee the aforemen- 
tioned and all other Publick Undertakings fuc- 


. - * . - 5 


ceed and improve to Perfection. 
THE Caſe is this. I have been obliged ei- 
ther to go or ſend to moſt of the Places, not 
at too great a Diſtance from me, where Work- 
houſes are erected, in Order to gain the Satiſ- 
faction you deſired : Now, I ſoon found that 
theſe Parochial Foundations for the Poor, were 
at firſt ſet on Foot, and have ſince that, in a 
great Meaſure, been promoted under the Direc- 
tion, or by the Advice of Mr. Matthew Marryott. 
Hence I had the Curioſity to enquire for and 
find” out the Man of whom I had received fo 
good a Recommendation; and, in Diſcourfing 
with him, I was perfectly ſatisfied that the Ac- 
count 1 had received of him was, in every re- 


ſpect, ſtrictly true, © 
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H x was born at Olney, a Market-Town in 


Buokingbomfoire, and it ie now "abonr emp 
Years ago, ſince that Pariſh was ſo much op- 


Freſſed and over-burthened with the Poor Rates, 
that the moſt ſubſtantial Inhabitants were. in 


Danger of being ruined by the growing Charge. 


In theſe perplexing Circumſtances, oy knew 
not- what to do, they propoſec ſeveral Expedi- 


ents for their Preſervation, but none would take, 


till this Man, a Pariſhioner of the Place, ſtarted 


the Deſign of erecting a Houſe of Maintenance, 


and though. ſome of the Inhabitants approved 


the Hint, yet others rejected it as an impracti- I 
cable —_——_ ſo that full Seven Years were 
e ' 


ſpent from the firſt Motion of it, before he 


could bring the whole Pariſh to begin the Un- | 


dertaking ; which at length under his Manage- 
ment, they did, and with ſo much Succeſs, that, 
in Two or Three Years Time, he reduced the 
Rates to the one Third Part of what they amount- 
ed to before. = ne 

TxX1s good Succeſs prompted the Neighbour- 


ing Towns. to fall into the ſame Method, and 


he was ſent for far and near to undertake the 
Charge of theſe new Foundations, which he did, 
with very good Succeſs in all Places, as he prov- 
ed to me by a conſiderable Number of Certifi- 


cates under the Hands of the Principal Inhabi- 
tants of the Pariſhes where he has had to do. 


So that, it was, in ſome Meaſure owing to 
him that che Legiſlature paſſed the Act, of the 


Ninth of King George, for employing and main- | 


raining the Poor. 


I nave:learned, that he has himſelf govern- 


ed near Thirty of theſe Houſes, but has given 


Directions for ſetting up above an Hundred 
and Fifty; In which Caſe, one would be in- 
| * | 


clined | 


4 4 * 
ys Y 
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me that he has r 


Tha 5 xpence, ee 
| A 


is a perpetual Charge to his Purſe. 


Numbers of Poor begged for their 


to haye a national n 


auen to. | chink he ſhould * a 4 . 
ou Competency 19 maintain fy a in 
the Dec 


line of his Life. But he. declarcd. 20. 

8 TEE 

FECELY 2 n ar- 3 

Applications at 2 15 eee 4 — 

27 Tem even the moſt diſtant Parts « — : 
om, deſiring. his Advice and 

hie keep his Mind continually employed, aud | 


IS 


Now, fince m as reat Reaſon:to- 2 diate 
this Undertaki become general, and that 
ever Pariſh i in * ingdom will ſooner or later 
engage in it; there are good Grounds to ſuppoſe 
that this Benefit will certainly follow, That,where- 

as, ſome Years ſince, the Rates for the Poor 
throughout the Kingdom were . computed at 
1,100,000 1, per Annum, notwithſtanding that great 

E bafence, 
the whole Poor of the Nation may. be maintained 
at the Yearly Rate of 500, ooo J. in the Method of 
Management which he has preſcribed ; under 


which Regulation the two Pariſhes of St. Giles is 


the Fields, and St. Martin in tbe Fields, (both adjoyn- 
ing to London) will fave Yearly about 5000 J. be- 


tween them; and in the ſeveral Country Towns 


and Pariſnes here he has had to do (ſome of 
which fave 300 J. others 400 L and ſome 500 J. 


per Annum.) there is at leaſt 80004. more ſaved 


every Year. 

TRE Sum therefore of what I I would ſay i is 
this. T hat 'as our Nation is beholden to this 
Man in a very high Degree for the great Good 
he has done, and ſtill continnes' to do in his 
Generation, it 75 my humble Opinion, he ought 
ouragement: Pro * — 


-Publick Good, have Sedo 1 0 
with ſuch Enchura ement, a 
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be 


aſcfut Undertaking, 1 183 e fo or 


44 land, 1 
the Kingdems of theKnown Won Mtands remar- 
'kabl Gain uiſhed for the Favour "the has ſhewnſ 
to ſuch uſeful: Perſons, among whom there is} 
none, I believe, living, has a better Claim than 
the Man we are ſpeaking of. He is now. inf 
:Years, and almoſt worn out in brin ng 'gboury 5 | 
the Good of his Country, and — ore, Sit, if 

it ſhould be in your Power to do him any Ser- 5 
vice er this Kind, you will not only do a ge- 
-perotis Action in itſelf, but ey a Particular 9 | 
"gation upon _ en i 
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